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represents the new spirit and the new hope. He was not honoured
for his birth or even for his learning. He was honoured for the
new message for which he stands. But it seems almost too much
to hope that the dawn will come before the sordid spirit of imperial-
ism, for which Britiain seems to stand, is completely broken up.
Britain must cease to be an Empire and become truly a Com-
monwealth or die before the new age is ushered. She is today
the greatest menace to the peace of the world if only because some
of her best men sincerely believe that she is the one Power that is
keeping the peace today. They refuse to see that an armed or
imposed peace is no peace. Unless therefore somehow or other
Britain changes her policy and therefore her heart, a world war
more serious even than the Anglo-German must precede the dawn.
Let us pray and work for the necessary change of Britain's heart.
Too SACRED FOR PUBLICATION
There are things one does not like to see published, not be-
cause there is anything secret about them but because they are
too sacred for publication. Sometimes the published version gives
an impression totally different from the spoken word even though
the reporting may be ever so accurate. When I call a little child
a fiend in perfect good humour or with a frown, it would not
do to report me as having called some one a fiend without giving
long explanations as to the why and the how. Some such disservice
has been done by the manifestly friendly reporter of a conver-
sation and a discourse at Satyagraha Ashram as reported in The
Bombay Chronicle of the 2nd instant.1 I dislike such things being
reported. In a swift conversation there are many things under-
stood. An accurate report of such a conversation is impossible
without copious footnotes. I am for instance reported as having
1 The conversation, as also reported in The Hindu, 2-2-1922, read: "The
night before Mahatmaji called the old occupants to his side and asked their
opinion about the Ashram. Different opinions were expressed. Some found the
rules of the Ashram strict, others wanted them still more strict. Then the teacher
of Hindi at Gujarat-Mahavidyalaya, who was formerly at the Shantiniketan, said,
'We from U.P. do not like the food for the evening meal and to get up in the
morning at four. Well, it is absolutely impossible for me.s Bapuji smiled and
said, 'You see your Shantiniketan is for material progress, while Satyagraha
Ashram exists solely for spiritual progress. You say at Shantiniketan there is
more individual liberty, but I do not call that liberty. I call it licence. It is
nice to get up early. It is after prarthana every morning that I write for Navqjivan
and Toung India. I can concentrate ever so well in the morning than at any
other time. You see it is not difficult to get up early if you go to bed early.
As for me, you know that ten o'clock is my bed time*."